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LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

The best in custom blinds and window coverings
Blinds

Budget

®

Free In-Home Consultation!
Shutters • Wood Blinds • Honeycomb

Roller/Solar Shades • Roman Shades • Vertical Blinds
Woven Woods and Much More!

www.budgetblinds.com

Call Today! 706-745-0009

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the 

Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209FREE

DELIVERY!

706-745-9025
178 Mystic Overlook, Blairsville, GA

djtracey5@yahoo.com

TAXES FOR 
SMALL BUSINESS 
& INDIVIDUALS!

Dermott J. Tracey, CPA

Private ride, professional photographer,  
s’mores and hot cocoa by camp fire. 
Add’l riders $45. Advance reservations required 

90 min guided horseback 
trail ride for 2 ~ $90 

Valentine Trail Ride 
��February 17  �

706-745-5252 

www.Trackrock.com

706•400•2988

* All loans subject to our liberal credit policy 
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Finan-
cial  Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia 
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

We
Make
Loans.s..

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE

 706-745-6111
www.1ffc.com

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685
1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.

www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

 
 
 
 

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio * Art Classes 

563 Gainesville Hwy…1 mile south of town 

Blairsville GA 30512 

(706) 835-1257 

www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com 

Art Centre 

Michelin

Uniroyal
BFG

Specializing In:
Alignment • Computer Balancing

Brakes • Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill

Oil Changes

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Auto & Big Truck Service
Thomas Tire, Inc.

Hemphill Vinyl Siding And
Metal Roofing Sales

154 Kelley Road
Blairsville, GA 30512

706-745-3145 • 706-745-9006
1-888-698-3225

Fax 706-745-8418
hvswi@windstream.net

Owner - Kenneth Hemphill

Children’s Books, Toys & Games
18” Vinyl Dolls & Baby Dolls

Doll Clothes, Shoes & Accessories
that fit 18” dolls including

The American Girl Doll

The Doll Shop & Toy Store

1533 Blue Ridge Hwy.
Blairsville, GA 30512

727-420-6023

24 Scott Drive • Blairsville, GA
 706-745-GRUB

Stephen Young, Owner/Operator
706-970-7573

stephengyoung77@gmail.com

20 Years Experience 

Local & Regional

Litton Landscaping, Inc.
1250 Collins Road

Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-5478 

Cell 706-781-4858

Complete Design
Installation

Maintenance
“We go the extra mile”

Backroad� �lo�ist″
  Michael “Tator” Tate

 706-745-1424
We customize in floral arrangements 

for Weddings, Funerals and other 
Special Events.

Pre-Order your Valentine’s Flowers 
now and get FREE delivery!

706-897-1710 Cell
706-745-4936 Home
rdowenby@windstream.net

Free Estimates! INSURED!

Rex Owenby
Construction, Inc.

Homes • Cabins
Remodeling

Serving North Georgia since 1997 • Insured
Call 706-781-1806

~ FOR ALL YOUR CONCRETE NEEDS ~ 
Forming through Finishing, House Slabs, 

Driveways, Sidewalks, Stamped 
Colored Concrete. Top Quality Work! 

Big Jobs and Small Jobs!

MONTGOMERY
CONCRETE

DRIVERS WANTED
WE ARE ALWAYS LOOKING FOR QUALIFIED DRIVERS TO MAKE 
GOOCH TRUCKING COMPANY, INC. THEIR NEW HOME.

We are currently expanding our fleet and looking for drivers with 
2  or more years experience to join the Gooch  team. To apply, 

please contact Lori Prentice at 1-800-440-7144
 or go online  at  www.goochtrucking.com for online application.
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Counterfeit...continued from Page 1A

was from the City of Keene in 
Texas. It was made out to the 
business for $1,550.”

The check was allegedly 
for the sale of a table that never 
changed hands, and Osborne 
and Lynn took the money out 
of the account the same day 
as the deposit, according to 
Lt. Osborn.

Unfortunately for the 
original owners, who shared 
the account with Osborne 
and Lynn, the account went 
negat ive  af ter  the  bank 
discovered the check was 
counterfeit and reversed the 
bad deposit, according to Lt. 
Osborn.

“The victims had to 
come up with money out of 
their own personal accounts 
to put into that account to 
get it back in the black,” said 
Lt. Osborn. “And then they 
suspended the account to keep 

these two out of it.”
Continued Osborn: “The 

owners of the business came 
in and filed a report. I looked 
into it and called the City of 
Keene Police Department, 
and they have had fraudulent 
checks duplicated on their city 
accounts.

“They have the postal 
inspectors involved in it, due 
to the fact that they’d been 
mailed out Priority for the 
Postal Service. Also, the Texas 
Rangers are involved in this 
investigation, and it’s probably 
going to turn into a federal 
case.”

Per state law, the crime 
of identity fraud is committed 
when a person willingly and 
fraudulently, and without 
authorization or consent, 
“creates, uses, or possesses 
with intent to fraudulently use 
any counterfeit or fictitious 

ident i fy ing  informat ion 
concerning a real person with 
intent to use such counterfeit 
or fictitious identification 
information for the purpose of 
committing or facilitating the 
commission of a crime or fraud 
on another person.”

Bank account numbers 
are considered identifying 
information under state law, 
and the account information 
located on the fake check was 
real and belonged to the City 
of Keene, Texas, according to 
Lt. Osborn. 

“When you steal and 
take money that doesn’t belong 
to you, we enforce the law,” 
said Lt. Osborn. “I would 
advise these victims and others, 
when you’re making business 
dealings with anybody, you 
need to do it with an attorney 
and not do it on your own.”

Experiment Station, erosion 
has become a major concern 
with the stream that feeds into 
Nottely River. 

L a s t  y e a r ,  t h e 
Community Council worked 
along the banks of the river 
to battle erosion, and now, 
councilmembers have asked the 
HRWC to help them continue 
this revitalization effort. 

“There was a bank 
stabilization project that was 
done here last year,” said Tony 
Ward, HRWC Restoration 
Coordinator. “The GMREC put 
rocks on the bank to stabilize 
the streams to stop erosion, and 
the GMREC enlisted our help 
to organize and set up a plan 
to re-vegetate the stream bank 
after the project was done. 

“So, I wrote a plan and 
set up reaches along the stream 
according to the way the land 
is being used, and what is there 
in terms of utilities, buildings 
and that sort of thing. I took all 
of that into consideration and 
designed a plan to vegetate 
the whole stream bank, all the 
way from the road to Nottely 
River.” 

Only native vegetation 
is being planted along the 
banks. In planting these trees 
and shrubs, the HRWC and 
GMREC hope to encourage 
a more diversified ecosystem 
for the stream, which will in 
turn improve the health of 
the stream and the wildlife it 
sustains.

“We’re planting native 
trees and shrubs,” said Ward. 
“We’re planting around 20 to 
25 different species that have 
all been selected based on 
some benefit they will have to 
the stream. 

“Either they’re fast 
growers or they have wildlife 
feeding or nesting benefits. 
We’re doing it all to get roots in 
the stream banks and shade on 
the water because the stream 
will stay cooler. 

“If the water stays cooler, 
then the stream will be more 
diverse and the environment 
will be more diverse, and 
that’s all good. These are all 
important parts of keeping 
good water quality, and that’s 
why we’re investing our time 
and effort here.” 

While the HRWC and 
the GMREC are concerned 

Nottely River...continued from Page 1A

Photo/Lily Avery
The HRWC appreciates its volunteers and is always looking 
for more. 
about erosion and the stream’s 
vegetation, it should be noted 
that the health of the Nottely 
River is well and not something 
that either organization is 
worried about at this time. 

In fact, according to 
Ward, the Nottely River is on 
par with other streams and 
tributaries in the area, and is a 
prime example of a waterway 
within a rural but populated 
area. 

“It’s mostly the normal 
impacts that a stream in a rural 
area has from agriculture and 
development and vegetation 
removal, and all of the common 
problems that a stream has,” 
said Ward. “But overall, the 
health of the Nottely River is 
well.” 

The Nottely River flows 
into Lake Nottely, and from 
there it flows into the Hiwassee 
River. 

Anyone interested in 
volunteering to work with the 
HRWC and GMREC on this 
project is welcome to do so. 

No prior knowledge is 
required, and volunteers can 
show up at the site without 
registration. 

Last Wednesday was 
the first of four workdays at 
the Experiment Station to 
complete the projects. 

The remaining three 
workdays will be Wednesday, 
Feb. 7, Wednesday, Feb. 14, 
and Saturday, Feb. 17. 

Each workday begins at 
1 p.m. and lasts until 4 p.m.


